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Fly America Act Waiver Request
Updated: 08/11/2021
Updated: 08/11/2021
This form is a statement executed by the traveler and/or Principal Investigator (PI) justifying the use of a foreign flag air carrier for travel charged to a federally sponsored project. Per Federal Travel Regulation (FTR) 301-10.142 travelers must complete a certification when foreign carriers are used.
 
1. General Information (Required for All)
Origin Country
Destination
Carrier name
Carrier Country
Travel Dates
Flight Number
2. Check the appropriate allowable exception:
If an exemption is needed:
  1. Complete the form indicating the reason for the exemption, including a detailed explanation as indicated.
  2. Attach the completed and signed form, as well as any required documentation to the travel request in Concur.
  3. Required documentation includes a detailed travel itinerary as well as search results performed at the time of booking from an online  
      travel service that document all available flights and the existence of the Fly America exception identified on this waiver form, if applicable.
By signing below, I attest that the exception criteria noted is true and accurate. I also acknowledge that if this request is denied, the costs will be covered by non-sponsored, department funds.
The Fly America Act (41 CFR 301-10.131 through 301-10.143) requires that all federally funded travel for sponsored research be on a US flag carrier or US flag carrier service provided under a code-share agreement, except under specific situations.
 
When booking international travel, the Principal Investigator of the award to be charged is responsible for complying with the Fly America Act. NOTE: Most travel agents are not familiar with these regulations. Documentation of compliance is the appearance of the US flag air carrier's designator code and flight number on tickets or associated documentation (e-Ticket itinerary) for all legs of a trip.
 
The cost of travel subject to the Fly America Act that does not adhere to this regulation will be borne by the Principal Investigator's department or will need to be moved to a suitable non-sponsored funding source.
 
Exceptions must be documented prior to travel and pre-approved by the Travel Office. In no case is the use of a foreign air carrier justified because of cost, convenience, or traveler preference.
 
Permitted Exceptions to the Fly America Act
If a U.S. flag air carrier offers nonstop or direct service (no aircraft change) from your origin to your destination, you must use the U.S. flag air carrier service unless such use would extend your travel time, including delay at origin, by 24 hours or more. If a U.S. flag air carrier does not offer nonstop or direct service (no aircraft change) between your origin
and your destination, you must use a U.S. flag air carrier on every portion of the route where it provides
service unless, when compared to using a foreign air carrier, such use would:
    1. Increase the number of aircraft changes you must make outside of the U.S. by 2 or more; or
    2. Extend your travel time by at least 6 hours or more; or
    3. Require a connecting time of 4 hours or more at an overseas interchange point.
 
For travel outside the U.S., if a U.S. flag air carrier provides service between your origin and destination, you must always use a US flag carrier for such travel unless, when compared to using a
foreign air carrier, such use would:
    1. Increase the number of aircraft changes you must make en route by 2 or more; or
    2. Extend your travel time by 6 hours or more; or
    3. Require a connecting time of 4 hours or more at an overseas interchange point.
If an exemption is needed:
    1. Complete the form indicating the reason for the exemption, including a detailed explanation as indicated.
    2. Attach the completed and signed form, as well as any required documentation to the travel request in Concur.
    3. Required documentation includes a detailed travel itinerary as well as search results performed at the time of booking from  
        an online travel service that document all available flights and the existence of the Fly America exception identified on this  
        waiver form, if applicable.
 
For more information on UNC travel please click here.
 
This exception form will need to be kept on file in the department for auditing purposes.
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