Memorandum of Agreement
PULSE (Postdoc Upskilling in Laboratory & Specialized Expertise)

I. Purpose
The purpose of this MOA is to establish a mutual understanding regarding the participation of the Postdoctoral Scholar in a short-term, part-time, unpaid initiative at the named Core Facility. The experience is intended to provide professional development through skill-building, training, and experiential learning relevant to the postdoc’s career goals. 

II. Parties 
This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is made and entered into as of [Date], by and between the following parties:

Party 1: Postdoctoral Scholar
Name: 				___________________________________
Department: 			___________________________________
Principal Investigator (PI): 	___________________________________
Email: 				___________________________________
Party 2: Core Facility
Core Facility Name: 		___________________________________
Core Director: 			___________________________________
Department: 			___________________________________
Email: 				___________________________________
Party 3: Principal Investigator / Supervisor of Postdoctoral Scholar 
Name: 				___________________________________
Department: 			___________________________________
Email: 				___________________________________

III. PULSE Project Details
This experience is unpaid. The postdoc will retain their current stipend and benefits.
Project Title:			___________________________________
Start Date: 			___________________________________
End Date: 				___________________________________
Time Commitment: 		___________________________________
Up to 20% effort (approximately 1 day per week)





IV. Roles and Responsibilities
A. Responsibilities of the Core Facility
· The Core Facility will provide the Postdoctoral Scholar with access to necessary equipment, resources, and supervision to complete the PULSE project(s).
· The Core Facility will provide a safe and productive work environment.
· The Core Director or their designee will provide guidance and mentorship to the Postdoctoral Scholar.
· The Core Facility agrees to cover the costs of supplies necessary for the Postdoctoral Scholar to complete the project(s) as described in Section 1, with the following exceptions: [List any exceptions to the Core Facility's responsibility for supply costs. If there are no exceptions, state "None."]
· The Core Facility will adhere to all UNC policies and procedures related to research and safety.
· The Core Facility will ensure the Postdoctoral Scholar is compliant with all safety or EHS trainings required as part of the Laboratory Safety Plan prior to start
· The Core Facility and Postdoctoral Scholar will jointly develop a project timeline establishing the start date and specific days and hours per week. The Core Facility will whenever possible be flexible to accommodate other research, writing, conference, or other professional development needs of the Postdoctoral scholar while ensuring the PULSE project does not compromise standards of rigor and reproducibility.

B. Responsibilities of the Postdoctoral Scholar
· The Postdoctoral Scholar will perform the assigned tasks and responsibilities with diligence and professionalism.
· The Postdoctoral Scholar will adhere to all Core Facility policies and procedures, including safety protocols and equipment usage guidelines.
· The Postdoctoral Scholar will maintain accurate records of their work and progress.
· The Postdoctoral Scholar will communicate regularly with the Core Director or their designee regarding their progress and any challenges encountered.
· The Postdoctoral Scholar will allocate the agreed-upon time commitment, as outlined above, to the PULSE project.
· The Postdoctoral Scholar will complete a brief report at the conclusion of the experience, summarizing their activities, accomplishments, and learning experiences.
· The Postdoctoral Scholar will ensure their schedule for the core project is communicated and approved by the Principal Investigator. 

C. Responsibilities of the Principal Investigator
· The Principal Investigator acknowledges and supports the Postdoctoral Scholar's participation in the PULSE initiative.
· The Principal Investigator will ensure that the Postdoctoral Scholar’s participation in the PULSE initiative complements their ongoing research responsibilities and does not interfere with the progress of their primary research projects.
· The Principal Investigator will maintain regular communication with the Postdoctoral Scholar regarding their overall research progress, including the core project.

V. General Provisions
A. Voluntary Participation
· This experience is voluntary and intended for the postdoc’s professional development.

B. No Employment Relationship
· This MOU does not create an employment relationship with the Core Facility.

C. Confidentiality and Compliance
· The postdoc agrees to comply with any confidentiality agreements, safety protocols, and facility rules.

VI. Intellectual Property
Any intellectual property developed during the experience will be governed by UNC's intellectual property policies.

VII: Liability
The parties agree that the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill's policies on liability and risk management shall apply to this agreement.

VIII: Termination
· Any party may terminate this MOU early with written notice to opa@unc.edu. 
· In the event of termination, the parties will work in good faith to ensure a smooth transition and minimize disruption to ongoing projects.

IX: Evaluation
Upon completion of the project, all parties agree to participate in an evaluation of the experience to help improve the program.

X. Signatures
By signing below, the undersigned parties agree to the terms of this Memorandum of Agreement.

Postdoctoral Scholar
Signature			___________________________________
Printed Name			___________________________________
Date 				___________________________________

Principal Investigator (PI)
Signature 			___________________________________
Printed Name 		___________________________________
Date 				___________________________________

Core Facility PULSE Supervisor
Signature 			___________________________________
Printed Name 		___________________________________
Date 				___________________________________

Office of Postdoctoral Affairs 
Signature 			___________________________________
Printed Name 		___________________________________
Date 				___________________________________

















