
Please take 10 minutes to complete this survey to tell us about your postdoctoral experience at
UNC. The Office of Postdoctoral Affairs will use the information from your responses to highlight
your innovative work and your valuable contributions to campus research as well as to enhance
our current services and to develop future programs directed by your feedback. 

If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Sibby Anderson-Thompkins, Director of the Office of
Postdoctoral Affairs at sibby@email.unc.edu or at (919) 843-4169.

Thank you for your time!

Introduction

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey
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Background Information

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

1. What is your gender?

Male

Female

Other (please specify)

2. What is your current age?

3. What is your relationship status?

Single (never married)

Married or living with a partner

Divorced/Separated

Widowed

4. Do you have children? (If you are currently expecting a new addition to your family please select "Yes")

Yes

No

5. Are you a U.S. citizen?

Yes

No
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Background Information

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

6. What is your country of origin?

7. If you are an international postdoc, what type of visa do you have?

H-1B or other H series temporary visa

F-1 or other F series temporary visa

J-1 or other J series temporary visa

O-1 or other O series temporary visa

STEM OPT visa

Other type of temporary visa

8. What is your ethnicity?

American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian or Asian American

Black or African-American

Hispanic, Latino or Spanish Origin

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

Middle Eastern or North African

White

Mixed or More Than One

Other (please specify)
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 US Foreign

Doctoral degree (e.g.
PhD, DSc, etc.)

Professional degree
(e.g. MD, DDS, DVM,
etc.)

Joint doctoral degree
and professional degree
(e.g. MD/PhD;
DVD/PhD, etc.)

Other (please specify)

9. Which terminal degree did you obtain and where did you obtain this degree?
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Current Postdoctoral Appointment

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

10. How long have you been in your current postdoctoral appointment?

Less than 1 year

1-2 years

2-3 years

3-4 years

4-5 years

Greater than 5 years

11. How many postdoctoral appointments have you had before this one?

Current postdoctoral appointment is the first

One prior postdoctoral appointment

Two prior postdoctoral appointments

Three or more prior postdoctoral appointments

Other (please specify)

12. What field is your postdoctoral appointment in? (please scroll right to find your disciplinary area)

Fine Arts and Humanities

Social Sciences

Natural Sciences & Math

Medical Sciences (Health Affairs)

Professional School Disciplines
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13. How did you find your current position? (Please check all that apply)

Referred by colleague or peer

Referred by doctoral advisor

Current postdoctoral advisor recruited me

I directly contacted my current postdoctoral advisor to inquire about openings

Careers at Carolina/HR website

Advertisement in a publication or online resource (e.g. LinkedIn, Monster, etc.)

Conference

Job Fair

Other (please specify)
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Current Postdoctoral Appointment

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

14. If you received your doctoral or terminal degree from UNC Chapel Hill, did your current postdoctoral
advisor act as your advisor of record in your graduate or professional program?

Yes

No
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Research Productivity

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

 Yes No

Submitted paper(s) for
publication in peer-
reviewed
journals? (please list
details below)

Have paper(s) under
review in peer-reviewed
journals? (please list
details below)

Had papers published in
peer-reviewed journals?
(please list details
below)

Written technical reports
or working papers other
than those submitted for
publication?

Attended professional
meetings and
conferences?

Prepared grant
proposals?

Supervised students or
research assistants?

Taught student courses?

Applied for funding
(Fellowships, Awards, or
Grants) for self or as
collaborator? (please list
details below)

Received funding
(Fellowships, Awards, or
Grants) for self or as
collaborator? (please list
details below)

Details of Publications and/or Funding: 

15. Since beginning your current postdoc have you...
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 0% <25% 25%-49% 50%-74% 75%-99% 100%

Mentor's research

Your own research

Mentoring  (e.g.
undergraduates,
graduates, etc.)

Teaching

Other (please specify)

16. Please indicate the approximate amount of time you spend on the following:
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Training and Mentoring

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

 
PI/Faculty mentor

Office of
Postdoctoral Affairs

Other university-
related sources

Non-university
related sources

I have not received
training in this task

Grant writing

Preparing publications

Research methods or
techniques

Managing a staff or lab

Presenting scientific or
research talks

Teaching skills

English language skills

Writing skills

Job search and/or
interviewing skills

Other (please specify)

17. Since the beginning of your current position, please indicate who you've received training from on the
following tasks (please check all that apply):
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 Very dissatisfied Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied Very satisfied

Grant writing

Preparing publications

Research methods or
techniques

Managing a staff or lab

Presenting scientific or
research talks

Teaching skills

English language skills

Writing skills

Job search and/or
interviewing skills

Other (please specify)

18. How would you rate your satisfaction on the preparation you've received on the following tasks?
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Training and Mentoring

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

19. At the start of your postdoc, did you work with your PI/faculty mentor to develop a formal Individual
Development Plan (IDP)?

Yes

No

20. What components did the formal plan or IDP include?

21. How often do you meet with your PI/faculty mentor to discuss your research and/or career goals?

About once a week or more

About once a month

Several times per year

Never

22. Has your PI/faculty mentor provided you with a performance evaluation (e.g. regularly scheduled,
formal feedback either written or oral)?

Yes

No

Not yet, but I expect one in the future
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Postdoc Expectations

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

 Not important at all Somewhat important Very important NA

Opportunity to publish

Opportunity to develop
your own research

Opportunity to increase
knowledge in my
doctoral field

Training in an area
outside of my doctoral
field

Opportunity to work with
a well-known mentor, lab
or department

Need for U.S. academic
experience in order to
advance my career

A way to maintain legal
status in the U.S.

Other suitable
employment not
available

Family-related reasons

Job location (unrelated
to family reasons)

Other (please specify)

23. We would like to know more about your decision to take your current postdoc at UNC. How important
were the following factors in your decision-making process?
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 Not at all Only a little Some A lot

Increase subject matter
knowledge in your field

Improve research skills
in your field

Publish papers

Present papers at
professional
conferences

Develop your own
research agenda

Obtain teaching
experience

Obtain grant writing
experience

Be named on grants

Network with colleagues
in your field

Other (please specify)

24. Prior to starting your current postdoc, how much did you expect of the following?

25. How has your experience as a UNC postdoc differed from your initial expectations?
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Career Development

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

Other (please specify)

26. Whom do you rely on for career development advice? (Please check all that apply)

My supervisor/PI/faculty mentor

A senior faculty member at UNC other than my supervisor/PI/faculty mentor

My former doctoral advisor

My peers/colleagues

Office of Postdoctoral Affairs

27. Of the following career paths, which one are you most interested in pursuing?

Tenure-track faculty position with an emphasis on teaching

Tenure-track faculty position with an emphasis on research

Non-faculty research position

Academic/research administrative position

Position in journalism/science writing

Position in law/patent law/intellectual property

position in science policy or regulatory affairs

Consulting

Other (please specify)

28. In the next 10 years, where do you plan to work?

Academic institution

Government

Nonprofit/not-for profit research center

Industry/for-profit research center

Other (please specify)
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29. Since initially completing your doctoral degree, have your career interests changed or stayed the same?

Changed

Stayed the same
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Career Development

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

30. If changed, what are the reasons for this change in your career interests? (Please check all that apply)

Difficulty in obtaining desired position

Riskiness in job security

Balancing work and personal life

Peer pressure/social network

Desire for higher salary

Desire for autonomy

Spouse's career/location

Political or legislative changes affecting UNC or the UNC System

Geographic preference

Change in research direction

Other (please specify)
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I haven't attended

this program Not very helpful Fair Helpful
Exceeded

Expectations

New Postdoctoral
Orientation

Responsible Conduct of
Research (RCR)

Effective College
Teaching

Professional Etiquette
Luncheon

Postdoctoral Awards for
Research Excellence

IDP Session

Academic Career Panel

Finding Funding

Medical
Communications

K99/K Award Series

Career Symposium

Industry Careers -
Cheeky Scientist

Negotiation Skills

NIH Loan Repayment

Professional Headshots
/ CV Review

Insights into Non-
Academic Careers

Versatile PhD. Webinars

National Center for
Faculty Development
and Diversity Webinars

Bio Careers® Webinars

CIRTL Online
Workshops

Other (please specify)

31. What OPA career or professional development programs have you attended during your postdoc? And,
how helpful have they been to you?

18



32. What programs (or types of programming) would you like to have offered for postdocs at UNC?

33. What institutional memberships are you taking advantage of as a postdoc? (check all that apply)

The National Postdoctoral Association (NPA)

National Center for Faculty Development and Diversity (NCFDD)

Bio Careers®

The Versatile Ph.D.

CIRTL Network

Other (please specify)
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Concluding Remarks

2017 UNC Postdoctoral Experience Survey

34. How satisfied are you with your current postdoctoral position?

Very satisfied

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

35. Tell us what you like best about your postdoctoral position at UNC

36. How could your overall postdoctoral experience be improved?

37. If you would like to be entered in the drawing, please provide your name and email address below.
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