
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS BURROUGHS WELLCOME FUND 

2012 CAREER AWARDS FOR MEDICAL SCIENTISTS 

 

INTERNAL NOMINATIONS DUE AUGUST 31, 2012 

 

The Burroughs Wellcome Fund (BWF) is sponsoring the 2010 Career Awards for Medical 

Scientists (CAMS), which provide bridging support of $700,000 over five years for advanced 

postdoctoral training and the early faculty years to outstanding scientists at the postdoctoral level 

who hold a clinical degree. 

 

Please share this announcement with faculty in your unit who may wish to make a nomination of 

a postdoctoral researcher. 

 

The Career Awards for Medical Scientists (CAMS) is a reformulation of the BWF's Career 

Awards in the Biomedical Sciences (CABS), which provided similar bridging postdoctoral and 

initial faculty support to researchers in the basic biomedical sciences, including researchers who 

held the PhD only.  The NIH introduced the new K99/R00 Pathway to Independence awards that 

provide bridging support similar to that of the CABS program.  In response, the BWF CAMS 

program is focused on increasing the number of physician-scientists and keeping them in 

research.  Candidates should have an M.D., D.D.S., D.V.M., Pharm. D., or equivalent clinical 

degree.  Proposals must be in the area of basic biomedical, disease oriented, translational, or 

molecular, genetic, or pharmacological epidemiology research. 

 

As a general guideline, candidates should not be more than 120 months (10 years) past their most 

recent doctorate.  Candidates must be committed to a full-time career in research and be citizens 

or permanent residents of the U.S. or Canada. 

 

The University may nominate five candidates for this award.  Nomination of women and 

candidates from underrepresented minorities is particularly encouraged.  Due to the limitation on 

submissions, central coordination of the university's nominations for this award is necessary. 

 

BWF acknowledges that most postdoctoral level researchers will move to new institutions to 

begin their independent research careers, and awardees may request to have their award 

transferred.  Approval will be based on whether the move will enhance the awardee's scientific 

growth and development. 

 

For additional information, visit the web page for this award at 

http://www.bwfund.org/pages/188/Career-Awards-for-Medical-Scientists/ 

which includes a link to the Burroughs Wellcome Fund's award website. 

 

To nominate a candidate for the Career Awards for Medical Scientists program, please send the 

following materials to the Office of Postdoctoral Affairs at opa@unc.edu (no hard copies, 

please): 

 

1) A nomination letter from the candidate's postdoctoral advisor, addressed to Dr. Doug 

Cyr, Faculty Chair; 

http://www.bwfund.org/pages/188/Career-Awards-for-Medical-Scientists/
mailto:opa@unc.edu


2) A current copy of the candidate's curriculum vitae; 

3) Three names of potential internal reviewers who could speak 

Knowledgably about the nominee's research and three names of external references 

4) A summary of up to two pages of the research plan that would be 

proposed to the Burroughs Wellcome Fund.  In accordance with material requested from 

the BWF, the summary should address the scope and significance of the postdoctoral 

research and the work planned for faculty years. (To be submitted before the final 

October 1, 2012 deadline) 

 

We must have your nominations by Friday, August 31, 2012 to be considered for the 

October 1 deadline. 

 

If you have questions or need assistance, contact Dr. Sibby Anderson Thompkins, director of the 

Office of Postdoctoral Affairs, at sibby@email.unc.edu.  Again, please share this announcement 

with faculty in your unit who may wish to make a nomination. 

 

 

 

This email is sponsored by: Office of Postdoctoral Affairs 
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